
      
      Skip to main content
    

      


  
    
      
          
    

      
  
  
      






  

        
            
    

      
  
  
    
  
      

ACLU of New Jersey
  






  

            
    

      
  	
About	
About Us
	
Our Strategic Framework
	
Frequently Asked Questions
	
Staff
	
Board of Trustees
	
Careers
	
Annual Reports
	
Financials



	
Issues	
All Issues
	
Criminal Legal System
	
Democracy & Civic Engagement
	
Gender, Sexuality & Reproductive Freedom
	
Immigrants' Rights
	
Racial & Economic Justice
	
Speech, Privacy & Technology



	
Our Work	
Campaigns
	
Cases
	
Coalitions
	
Legislation



	
Know Your Rights
	
News	
Events
	
Press Releases
	
Publications
	
All News and Commentary
	The choice facing N.J. lawmakers: Uphold democracy, or dismantle it 
	Building a Budget that Prioritizes Racial and Social Justice for FY25
	New Jersey Enacted Legislation to Restrict Solitary Confinement – the DOC Must Ensure the Law Lives Up to Its Promise





	
Take Action
	
Español
	
Donate	
Join
	
Donate
	
Other Ways To Give









      
  	
Donate	
Join
	
Donate
	
Other Ways To Give







  

        
      

    

  

  

    
      
        
                              
                    
          
                      
    

      
  


  

        

      

      
        
          





      
      
  
      
  
  Petition to Investigate the Newark Police Department



  
  

    

  
      
      
        
  
      
  
  	Facebook
	Twitter
	Reddit
	Email
	Print


  
  

      

    

    
  
  
      
      

                  
            
  
      
  
  
  
    On September 9, 2010, the ACLU-NJ formally petitioned the U.S. Department of Justice to investigate the Newark Police Department (NPD). The petition came in response to an increasing number of complaints about the mistreatment of citizens at the hands of rogue NPD officers, and superior officers who tolerate this misconduct.

Federal law allows the Department of Justice to intervene when there is a pattern or practice of law enforcement officers denying people their constitutional or legal rights. The ACLU-NJ identified at least 407 allegations of NPD misconduct over a recent 2.5 year period, including police shootings, sexual assault, beatings of prisoners, false arrests, reckless high-speed driving, and discrimination and retaliation against NPD's own officers by their superiors. It also details almost 40 lawsuits resolved at a taxpayer cost of at least $4.8 million during those same 2.5 years, and describes almost 40 other misconduct lawsuits that are still pending in federal or state court.

Our Petition asks the Department of Justice to commence an investigation into the NPD and impose solutions that have worked in many jurisdictions around the country, including an independent police monitor, improving police internal affairs practices and police discipline, and reforms of key police policies.

This matter is captioned: In the Matter of a Petition for an Investigation into the Newark, New Jersey Police Department by the United States Department of Justice Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 14141.
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    Alexander Shalom/ACLU-NJ, Flavio Komuves, Esq.  
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    U.S. Department of Justice, Washington, DC/Direct  
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