Burlington County
Code Blue Program

For
Dangerous, Cold Weather Conditions

Prepared by
The Burlington County Human Services Advisory Council

and The Burlington County Office of Human Services
795 Woodlane Road, PO Box 6000
Westampton, NJ 08060
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elow please find the breakdown of unsheltered respondents by the town they ic ed
where they slept on the night of the count. There were a total of 44 unsheltered
persons® identified in 2017 and out of those, 39 respondents identified a town where
they stayed the night of the count.

Beverly 5 1
Westampton
Willinohnarn 3
' 1

Riverside 1
Southampton 1
Browns Mills 16
Hainesport 1
Manint Holly

gron 2
Edgewater
Park
Pemberto l 2

*Information provided by Monarch Housing from Burlington County’s 2017 Point in Time
Count. Please be aware that although the PIT number referenced in the OPRA request was 604
persons, the majaority of those enumerated were housed through the Board of Social Services.
44 persons were NS LTERED.



2 06 CODE BLUE DECLARATION
CONTACT

Theresa Tobey, Exec Director
Office 856-234-5484 x201
Home 609-654-0260 Cell 609-923-4691 (24/7)

Dori Audette, Office Manager
Office 856-234-5484 x200 Cell 609-410-7648

Po @ Notification:
Central Dispatch 609-263-7113 Ask for supervisor a Code Blue sheltering situation has been declared. CONTACT can be called for

directions to the open shelters (856) 234-3888.

e-mail Jeff Johnson (iighpson@co burlingten.nj.us)

Shelters:
Christian Caring Center Madelyn Mears-She  n
378 Lakehurst Rpad 609-893-0700 Center
Browns Mills, NI 609-560-0743 Cell
Extended Hand Ministries Cynt 1 Davis 609-724-8215
275 Holman Street d & _cyn622@yahoo.com
Mount Holly, N1 08060 Center's # 609-914-4270
Mike Cell 609-200-9915
te A@comcast.net
Emergency Services/ Richard Ferrerira Cynthia Coleman
Catholie Charities B56-764-6945 x 6128 $56-764-6940 ext.6122
Beacon of Hope Pastor Darlene Trappier
700 Monmouth Road 609-923-1495/609-694-0883
7" Day Adventist Church Bldg.
Mount Holly, N1 08060
609-288-6517
NO GREATER LOVE, CDC Loretta Robinson 609-975-9706
New Life Cathedral Church Loretta Robinson@NGLCDC org
1106 Sunset Road
Burlingten, NJ 08016
Interfaith Hospitality Network  Pat Lasusky
856- 638-0110 (7:00 am_ - 5:00 p.m.)
Pat's Cell 609-440-1238 (After 5 p.m.)
ihnbe@aol.com
Eric Arpert (PIO) 609- 265-5193
Cariie Maksin Legacy / PATH  609-261-7672
OVER FLOW ONLY:

Word of Life Christian ¢ ter Rose Thompson 6%0-954-0439
2840 Monmouth Road firstladyrose{@comeast.net
Springfis  Twp. NJ 08041

Emails are sent out to notify the providers of a CODE BLUE and followed 1 with a phone call,




W sites for Prior Day High/Low Temperatures:

www. NOAA. gov
Enter “08060™ in *Local Forecast” box {upper left}

For previous days: Click ‘Past Weather Information” {bottc t}; Leave 1. Product set on ‘Daily
Climate Report;’ select Trenton (2. Location) and Archived Data (3. Timeframe); click *Go” (4. View)

For daily projection (current day plus next 5 days): Click “Hourly Weather Forecast”

http://www.almanac.com/weather/history/zipcode/08641 (Farmer’s Almanac)
Temperatures from JB-MDL (zip code 08641} weather station; can select date and change zip code setting

hitp://weather.org (Weather.org)
Enter zip code (location) and desired date(s)
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Code Blue Planning

The following Agencies and representatives participated in drafting these guidelines, and
are some of the resources for service delivery to the homeless in Burlington County:

Burl Co Office of Human Services
Gary Miller

Phone: 609-265-5545

Fax:  609-265-5382

Burl Co Office of Human Services
Jennifer L. Hiros

Phone: 609-265-5545

Fax: 609-265-5382

CONTACT of Burlington County
Theresa Tobey, Director

Lori Newkirk — designee

Phone: 856-234-5814

FEmergency Services of
Catholic Charities
Bonnic Jordan- designee
Phonec: 856-764-6945
Fax: 856-7646948

The Affordable Ilomes Group
Kenlt Pipes, Director

Phone: 609-261-4585

Fax: 609-261-2147

Christian Caring Center
Madelyn Mecars — Sheldon
609-893-0700
609-893 1880

Interfaith Hospitality Network
Pat T.asusky, Director
Phone: 856-638-0110



United Way of Burlington Co.
Dawn Rademan

Phone: 609-267-4500

Fax: 0609-267-4146

Bur]l Co Community Action Program
Annette Thomas Allen
Phone: 609-239-4012

Salvation Army
Virginia Evans
Phonc: 908-347-0172

Burlington County Health Dept.
Mike Jones
Phone: 609-265-5548

Burlington Co. Office of Emergency
Management
Kevin Tuno



GOALS

This “Code Blue” Plan and declaration is designed to attempt to prevent
hypothermia, frostbite and other cold weathcer related injuries that could lead to
death for the unsheltered population within the County of Burlington.

IEstablish climatie thresholds for Code Blue situations.

To provide dircction, care and assistance that is needed in the cvent of a
declaration of a “Codc Blue” emergency.

To help coordinate agencies and staff members at various County locations
through implementation of a unified plan.

To inform various emergency responders to when a Code Blue is declared.

To readily identily the employees, agencies, clients, facilitics and families who
are affected in the case of a “Code Blue” declaration.

To raise public awareness of the plight of unsheltered families and individuals.

To enhance volunteerism and to increase and establish directed donations for
sheltering activities.



Definition

A “Code Blue™ alert will be announced by the Burlington County Health Officer upon
determination of a health emergency as defined below:

e Wind chill less than 20 degrees Farenheight

o Temperatures less than 25 degrees Farenheight with winds of 15 miles per hour
or higher

¢ Tempcratures less than 32 degrees Farenheight with snow and/or freezing rain

e Other severe weather conditions as may occur posing urgent threats to the health
of the unsheltered population, which are of an acute naturc and require
immediate response.

» When any of the above conditions are anticipated to exist for at lcast twelve
hours in any twenty-four hour period.

» Multiple Code Blue days may be declared if the weather forecast indicates the
above conditions will occur and be sustained






Declaration Process

. The Burlington County Health Coordinator shall, in concurrence with the Emergenéy
Management, declare a “Code Blue” condition for the County or effected area of the

County.

. The Burlington County Health Coordinator will review on a daily basis emerging
conditions for “Code Blue” from Federal, State or other privately recognized weather

recording authorities.

. Where possible, advanced weather forecasting information shall be utilized to assist
with adequate notice for evening, weekend and holiday interventions. Where
required, weekend notifications will be issued via Telephonic notification and/or e-
mail notification with follow-up telephonic calls to designated officials.

. Upon determination of an emerging “Code Blue” condition, the Burlington County
Health Coordinator will advise the Emergency Management Coordinator.

. Upon agreement and concurrence, the County Health Officer shall then advise the
County Human Services Administrator, designated staff of the County Human
Services Administrator, the Public Information Office, the Health Educator, and other

officials as needed from time to time..

The Human Services Administrator will notify CONTACT of Burlington County at '
2-1-1 and other service providers and officials participating within the program.

In the event of an absence of key personnel, authorized representatives, as may be
designated from time to time, shall perform the functions as designated within the

plan.

The Burlington County Health Department’s Risk Communicator/Health Educator
shall, in advance of a “Code Blue” declaration, pre-prepare DRAFT press releases for
dissemination through the County Public Information Office for the purposes of
informing the media and public at large of a “Code Blue” declaration. This is
intended to inform the public of the situation and to be on the lookout for and to

report unsheltered individuals.



FLOW CHA

Burlington County Public
Information Officer

Health Educator

X —
Burlington County W Burlington
Emergency Health Officer County CONTACT
Management Burlington Human 2-1-1
Coordinator County Health Services

Department J Administrator

Service
Providers

LINC 1 Emergency
System J ,L Response

KEY:

Black— denotes declaration process

Blue — denotes access to services during regular business hours
Red — denotes access 1o services afier regular business hours




Summary

These Code Blue Guidelines address the health and safety of persons subjected to severe
cold weather. They put into place a mechanism for short-term emergency sheltering that

uses existing certain 24 hr response services.

Code Blue in Burlington County is specifically designed to eliminate barriers that might
interfere with someone accessing sheltering services. For this, it utilizes the strong,
healthy partnerships that exist amongst and between public and private agencies
concerned with protection of vulnerable citizens of Burlington County.

At this point, the scope of these Guidelines is limited as regards requirements for
organizations to respond to a Code Blue situation in Burlington County. It does not
mandate the participation of or action to be given by any entity other than those
specifically identified on page 6 of these Guidelines or those otherwise contractually

obligated to so do.

The overall matter of Code Blue is assigned as an ongoing concern to the Burlington
County Comprehensive Emergency Assistance System (CEAS) Committee of the Human
Service Advisory Council. The CEAS Committee is charged with the review and update

of these guidelines as needed.
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