
Dear Governor Murphy,  

We, the undersigned organizations, represent hundreds of thousands of New Jerseyans 
committed to building a stronger, safer, and fairer New Jersey for the 9.5 million people who 
call our state home. For the last eight years, we have worked with you to ensure that the 
values that undergird New Jersey – justice, safety, and dignity for all – exist not only on 
paper, but in practice. We are proud of the work we have accomplished with you and thank 
you for your leadership.  

As we approach your last days in office, we are calling on you to take one last action to 
stand with our communities by signing critical protections for immigrant New Jerseyans 
(S5036/A6308, S5037/A6309, and S5038/A6310) into law before the end of your term:  

• S5036/A6308: Safe Communities Act, which calls on the Attorney General to 
create model policies for schools, hospitals, food pantries, and other 
essential services.  

• S5037/A6309: Privacy Protection Act, which ensures that all New Jerseyans 
can access state and local government services for which they are eligible 
with less worry that doing so will lead to detention and deportation.  

• S5038/A6310: Codifies and strengthens the Immigrant Trust Directive, an 
OAG directive that ensures greater trust between community members and 
law enforcement.  

Over the last year, immigrant communities across the country have been subject to 
escalating attacks by a federal administration that is working to erode our democracy and 
our constitutional rights. This administration has turbocharged ICE with $75 billion to 
expand immigration detention and enforcement and has emboldened ICE officers to 
brutalize our communities with impunity.  

This terror is felt deeply by families in New Jersey, where one in four residents are 
immigrants and one in six residents have at least one immigrant parent. From January to 
October 2025, over 6000 New Jerseyans were detained by ICE and immigration detention 
capacity more than quadrupled in the state. We have countless stories of students taken 
by ICE, of children being left without their parents, of employees being taken as they work 
to support their families, and of people already in the course of their immigration 
proceedings having their lives upended. Moreover, we know of even more New Jerseyans 
living in fear in the shadows and who must make impossible choices daily – to forgo 
healthcare in an emergency, to keep children home from school, to not fight their wage 
theft case or seek assistance from law enforcement – because of the risk to their safety 
and freedom.  

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/blog/2025/12/11/ice-jails-update/
https://morristowngreen.com/2026/01/13/very-scared-and-in-pain-morristown-high-student-held-after-ice-raid/
https://morristowngreen.com/2026/01/13/very-scared-and-in-pain-morristown-high-student-held-after-ice-raid/
https://www.nj.com/morris/2026/01/6-year-old-left-alone-after-ice-snatches-dad-picking-up-dinner-outside-his-door-wheres-papi-calavia-robertson.html
https://newjerseymonitor.com/2025/11/19/immigration-agents-conduct-second-raid-on-newark-seafood-market/
https://newjerseymonitor.com/2025/11/19/immigration-agents-conduct-second-raid-on-newark-seafood-market/
https://whyy.org/articles/jersey-kebab-emanet-immigration-haddon-township-community-response/
https://whyy.org/articles/jersey-kebab-emanet-immigration-haddon-township-community-response/


This is the reality for far too many New Jerseyans, and while you cannot stop ICE 
enforcement in New Jersey, you can make certain that New Jersey is doing everything in its 
power to protect and stand with its residents. This moment calls for action and leadership. 
We urge you to sign critical protections for immigrant New Jerseyans (S5036/A6308, 
S5037/A6309, and S5038/A6310) into law now.  

Thank you,  
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